


Hello fellow students. My nameis I |- L
and I’m a 5" grade student at an elementary "
school in Watsonville. I’m in a special class where
we are learning about wetlands and I’d like to
share with you about what wetlands are, how
important they are, and an animal of particular
interesttome, ¢~ 0. 5 .




About me...

But before I start my book, I’d like to share
with you about some of my favorite things.
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Okay, now I’m ready to write about what
wetlands are, their importance, and facts about on7
of my favorite animals, (/ & ound Sovuivire




First, werlands are essentially a very unique
ecosystem in that the land is always, or at least
most of time, wet- hence the name, wetlands. This
ecosystem has special characteristics such as:
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Second, 90% of the wetlands have been
destroyed due to development and unsustainable
farming practices. That means only 10% remain
today. We must conserve and protect this
important ecosystem.
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Third, we are very fortunate to literally have
wetlands as part of our community. They serve
many zmportam‘ purposes, such as:
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Fourth, there is a particular animal of interest

to me, namely the /) Croung Szuire/. 1 chose
this animal because |~ (& curte o0 s
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In the following paragraphs, I will briefly
discuss what I researched about my animal of
interest, the C /) Cround Sqa/rﬁdl will cover the
following: classification, common name, scientific
name, physical characteristics, behavior, if the
animal camouflages, adaptations, range,
migratory, population, status, reproduction,
habitat, prey, predators, where animal fits in food
web, and whether the Ohlone Indians used the
animal for food, clothing, or other purposes.

——L hope you enjoy the book!




Classification

The (A aoui) =N\ {clis a \M_,Ylgbfa +o
because it a backbone. It is classified
asa (od en+ because '+ hna S
Short /eas 0//%/ [ _lives
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Names

The common name is Cal Po'cn i, csm wilcdl sa iy ),

and the scientific name is 400 () QD holuws
Decney)

In science, the scientific name is the genus and

species of the animal or plant.




Physical characteristics... my animal looks like...

My animal _|()ew) 8 7200 —7%99 5.
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Camouflage...does my animal blend into its
environment?

After looking at my animal and reading more
about it, I realize thatit doe= Comonllace
) e (”\mmxd ONd HreeAvrunbe,
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Range

The(k Q000 cOu(elis found 10 T

Coutheri ceorliol Oveonn . Westey

| DA —— U 7 ‘
- Wwas ‘41/*\5‘}‘0}’1 (Al lcf’ Yo e 1{)@14&(’2@
Collornia,

Migratory...does it travel from one locatiomof'{
another during seasons?

The ( O 9[?5 und 20440 =zl deesS no‘lmigr ate. For
example,
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Status
Ch
- The status of the ground sguirel tells me
whether it is endangered threatened, or stable.
What I found out is that the __ Sz e/ is
@)danqeréd . Ifind this
interesting g because = +hink /+ 1S a_
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Reproduction

The reproduction of the (/4 ¢, 0und 5pve/ is
Hm% 4//16/ mate. N the early
jﬁur“// )4 5:?//’“/ /’é?f/ﬁa = L oL~ /?
O -vajgr :/ ( geﬂu/es )

Habitat... home

The CA Cround Szuielhabitat is -1 c/ec?}&/
/0/76/ 57/75/ Sa fe burTOLU




Prey and predator...(to eat and to be eaten)

The prey my animal eats are: |\ [)secT
and deer _mice

My animal eats other things such as:
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Food web

My animal is an_() o000 . The

following picture demonstrates where my animal
fits in the food web.
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Ohlone Indians

I’m curious to see if the Ohlone Indians used
thec./ Ground Suirrel  in anyway, for example, for
food, clothing, or for other purposes. What I
discovered /= 7/-/)6}/ Lised Jhe, meor

to eat, boned for +ools, oy
Lur For clothin 3 .
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Thank you for reading my book. I hope you

enjoyed it and learned a lot about the [ (1|, "1/ 1)i/7
?ﬁ&ﬂd Seyrrz.] . Please feel free to
omment about my book and also, test your
knowledge by answering the following questions
below. I'look forward to hearing from you.

uesti : e if vou can answer these...
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