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Hello fellow students. My name is D/
and I’m a 5" grade student at an elementary ~
school in Watsonville. I’m in a special class where
we are learning about wetlands and I’d like to
share with you about what wetlands are, how
important they are, and an animal of particular
interest to me, Gopher snake .




About me...

But before I start my book, I’d like to share
with you about some of my favorite things.
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Okay, now I’m ready to write about what
wetlands are, their importance, and facts about one
of my favorite animals, /)c. éqoéer SneKe .
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First, wetlands are essentially a very unique
ecosystem in that the land is always, or at least
most of time, wet- hence the name, wetlands. This
ecosystem has spec1al characteristics such as:
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Second, 90% of the wetlands have been
destroyed due to development and unsustainable
farming practices. That means only 10% remain
today. We must conserve and protect this

ecosystem.
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Third, we are very fortunate to literally have
wetlands as part of our community. They serve |
many important purposes, such as:- |
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Fourth, there is a particular animal of interest
to me, namely the Gopler spzke . 1chose
this animal because £ cots ce ad
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In the following paragraphs, I will briefly
discuss what I researched about my animal of
interest, the 5002~ <n=/te. 1will cover the
following: Efassnficatlon, common name, scientific
name, physical characteristics, behavior, if the
animal camouflages, adaptations, range,
migratory, population, status, reproduction,
habitat, prey, predators, where animal fits in food
web, and whether the Ohlone Indians used the
animal for food, clothing, or other purposes.

I hope you enjoy the book!




Classification

The Gogher snake isa Verdecbrate

because it Hgs a backbone. It is classified
asa_jcpli/e because - ;s col/ b/aoo/(’ai
has <ccales.  anod _la s 6a9S.
i F w/
Names

The copher shake  has two names.
The common name is _Gopher sngke ,

and the scientific nameis 0 +uo D, (melanoleuch

- In science, the scientific name is the genus and
species of the animal or plant.




Physical characteristics... my animal looks like...

My animal s brown. ang black
cpcd bas o litHe b of areere.

Camouflage...does my animal blend into its
environment?

After looking at my animal and reading more

| about it, I realize that it ~/oc< Camoutiage.
/0 JES  environment-
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Adaptations

My animal is unique because /~ o/

sgyee e dhelr p/"ex/ o death

b\/ W oo 4 arohel .
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Animal behavior

The way I would describe the behavior of my
animalis +hey ore excellent
climbers. (. and _swimmers.,

TbCL/ are  diurna/ ( actve of’wvrw

Jhe / r)im/)
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Range

The Gophe s~ is found o cro=S
the,  United Stotes

Migratory...does it travel from one location to
another during seasons?

The gopher snake. does ngst-  migrate. For
example; "
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Population

The population of my animal is Sto b [fo

Status

The status of the g0 ﬂ/)@f” Snzte. tells me
whether it is endangered threatened, or stable.
What I found out is that the gopher snote is

Stable —. Ifind this

interesting because 0;0,0/7% snakeS are not poisonasS
bat Pecolle oﬂm g +hey becabs€  LleY ook ‘
llke ratie spakes. Tk 15 o Sartc 10, i 1

ki1l _ ahy snekEs pecayse thed help
Com"r'o/ ‘roclent popu/aﬁ ons.
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Reproduction

- The reproduction of the Copher <rmke s
Sfhart 7L/7€\/ e, o/f./fzf)t; tHhe.

C)Qf‘/m; The _Eemale /m/.S A-&
mms from  June o /4Lm The

paas i/m%’af) n_3.5 mdnths
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Habitat...home

The éapéar SnaXes habitatis b che s,

_QZﬁ_sef‘/:S porary Es, wood/armlﬁ br"u;b
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Prey and predator...(to eat and to be eaten)

The prey my animal eats are: 11\ ce , gophers,

g roungl S¢ wirrels L birds, and /Z:f:z/zfs

My animal eats other things such as:
£ Jda S .
A

The predators that eat me are: hawks, Fo)feS ,

ch‘*aS and humans




Food web

My animal is a Gopber snake. The

following picture demonstrates where my animal
fits in the food web.




Ohlone Indians

I’m curious to see if the Ohlone Indians used
the Copher- S K2 in anyway, for example, for
food, clothing, or for other purposes. What I
discovered /S Fha+ +hé ohlpn €
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Thank you for reading my book. I hope you
enjoyed it and learned a lot about the Gopher—
Spake . Please feel free to
comment about my book and also, test your
knowledge by answering the following questions
below. I look forward to hearing from you.

Comments for me:

Questions for you: (See if you can answer these...)

1. What does +we Qobher ¢ fakee 447

2.whot+ €ats  ane QoCher .SVlé!\Ké"P
3.1 the 9olherspave o Verfebmte)
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